The occasional occurrence of unexpected hypertensive phenomena in the immediate post-partum period suggests that in some patients the stability of the blood pressure may be markedly affected by the process of labour. Since so many factors influence the blood pressure it was difficult
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The regular recording of the blood pressure during pregnancy is now an established practice. Blood It seemed reasonable also to assess the possible effect of labour upon the blood pressure, and in order to do this the series was analysed for length of labour, type of delivery, use of anaesthesia and third stage complications.
(1) Length of Labour.?Ninety-one of the cases were found to have had a total duration of labour of less than twenty-four hours : it is therefore clear that prolongation of labour does not result in elevation of blood pressure, and indeed one would not expect it to do so, for such patients are in a state of physical exhaustion when the blood pressure tends to be low. Of the remaining cases 10 had labours up to fortyeight hours in duration, 5 over forty-eight hours and there was one elective Caesarian section.
(2) Type of Delivery.?Ninety-eight of the deliveries were normal, 4 were forceps deliveries, 3 were twin deliveries, and one was an elective Discussion It appears from the investigation of these 2001 
